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L2 Proficiency Readings 

 
 

Aarts, B. (2001). Corpus Linguistics, Chomsky and Fuzzy Tree Fragments. In C. Mair & M. 
Hundt (Eds.), Corpus linguistics and linguistic theory (pp. 5-13). Amsterdam: Rodopi. 

Abdel-Latif, M.M.M. (2013). What do we mean by writing fluency and how can it be validly 
 measured? Applied Linguistics, 34(1), 99-105. 
Ackermann, K., & Chen, Y.-H. (2013). Developing the Academic Collocation List (ACL) - A 

corpus-driven and expert-judged approach. Journal of English for Academic 
Purposes, 12(4), 235-247.  

Ädel, A., & Ermann, B. (2012). Recurrent word combinations in academic writing by native 
and non-native speakers of English: A lexical bundles approach. English for Specific 
Purposes, 31(2), 81-92.  

Ӓdel, A., & Romer, U. (2012). Research on advanced student writing across disciplines and  
 levels: Introducing the MICUSP. International Journal of Corpus Linguistics, 17, 3-24. 
Aitchison, J. (1987). Words in the mind: An introduction to the mental lexicon. Oxford: 

Blackwell Publishing. 
Alamargot, D., & Chanquoy, L. (2001). Through the Model of Writing. London: Kluwer 

Academic. 
Alderson, J. C. (1991). Bands and scores. In J. C. Alderson & B. North (Eds.), Language 

Testing in the 1990s (pp. 71-86). London: Macmillan. 
Allard, L., & Ulatowska, H. K. (1991). Cohesion in written narrative and procedural discourse 

of fifth-grade children. Linguistics and Education, 3, 63-79.  
Anderson, R. C., & Freebody, P. (1981). Vocabulaty knowledge. In J. Guthrie, T. (Ed.), 

Comprehension and teaching: research reviews (pp. 77-125). Newark, Delaware: 
International Reading Association. 

Appel, R., & Wood, D. (2016). Recurrent word combinations in EAP test-taker writing: 
differences between high- and low-proficiency levels. Language Assessment 
Quarterly, 13(1), 55-71.  

Applebee, A., N. (2000). Alternative Models of Writing Development. In R. Indrisano & J. 
Squire, R. (Eds.), Perspectives on Writing: Research, Theory and Practice (pp. 90-110). 
Newark, Delaware: International Reading Association. 

The following readings make up some of research studies that I read as part of my 

doctoral thesis and in contributing towards our soon to be published book 

‘Understanding development and proficiency in writing: Quantitative corpus linguistics 

approaches’ with Cambridge University Press.  

Summaries of the studies that feature in our book can be found at: 

https://phildurrant.net/quantitative-measures-of-written-language-use/ 

Although neither of these activities had a focus on the dimension of accuracy, I have 

included a limited number of accuracy-focused studies which were read as part of the 

wider CAF dimensions that the L2 literature is commonly grounded in.  

 

https://phildurrant.net/quantitative-measures-of-written-language-use/
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AQA. (nd). GCSE English Language: Paper 2 Writers' viewpoints and perspectives. Mark 
Schema. Retrieved 2 August 2019, from 
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/AQA-87002-SMS.PDF. 

Arthur, B. (1979). Short-term changes in EFL composition skills. In C. A. Yorio, K. Perkins, & J. 
Schachter (Eds.), On TESOL ’79: The learner in focus (pp. 330-342). Washington DC: 
TESOL. 

Aryadoust, V. (2016). Understanding the growth of ESL paragraph writing skills and its 
relationships with linguistic features. Educational Psychology, 36(10), 1742-1770.  

Aull, L.L., & Lancaster, Z. (2014). Linguistic markers of stance in early and advanced 
 academic writing: A corpus-based comparison. Written Communication, 31, 151-183. 
Baba, K. (2009). Aspects of lexical proficiency in writing summaries in a foreign language. 
 Journal of Second Language Writing, 18(3), 191-208. 
Bachman, L., & Palmer, A. (1996). Language Testing in Practice. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. 
Bae, J., & Lee, Y. (2012). Evaluating the development of children’s writing ability in an EFL  
 context. Language Assessment Quarterly, 9(4), 348-374. 
Bae, J., & Bachman, L.F. (2010). An investigation of 4 writing traits and two tasks across two  
 languages. Language Testing, 27, 213-234. 
Banerjee, J., Franceschina, F., & Smith, A. M. (2007). Documenting features of written 

language production typical at different IELTS band score levels. IELTS Research 
Reports, 7, 1-69.  

Bardovi-Harlig, K. (2012). Formulas, Routines and Conventional Expressions in Pragmatics 
Research. Annual review of Applied Linguistics, 32, 206-227.  

Bardovi-Harlig, K., & Bofman, T. (1989). Attainment of syntactic and morphological accuracy 
by advanced language learners. Studies in Second Language Acquisition, 11, 17-34.  

Barker, F., Salamoura, A., & Saville, N. (2015). Learner Corpora and Language Testing. In S. 
Granger, G. Gilquin, & F. Meunier (Eds.), The Cambridge Handbook of Learner Corpus 
Research (pp. 511-534). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Beard, R., Myhill, D., Riley, J., & Nystrand, M. (Eds.). (2009). The SAGE Handbook of Writing 
Development. London: Sage. 

Becker, A. (2010). Distinguishing linguistic and discourse features in ESL students' written 
performance. Modern Journal of Applied Linguistics, 2, 406-424.  

Beers, S. F., & Nagy, W. E. (2009). Syntactic complexity as a predictor of adolescent writing 
quality: Which measures? Which genre? Reading & Writing, 22(2), 185-200.  

Beers, S. F., & Nagy, W. E. (2011). Writing development in four genres from grades three to 
seven: syntactic complexity and genre differentiation. Reading & Writing, 24(2), 183-
202.  

Bereiter, C., & Scardamalia, M. (1987). The Psychology of Written Composition. Hillsdale, NJ: 
Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

Berman, R., & Cheng, L. (2010). English academic language skills: Perceived difficulties by 
undergraduate and graduate students, and their academic achievement. Canadian 
Journal of Applied Linguistics, 4(1-2), 25-40.  

Berman, R. A. (2008). The psycholinguistics of developing text construction. Journal of Child 
Language, 35(4), 735-771.  

Berman, R. A., & Nir, B. (2010). The lexicon in writing-speech-differentiation. Written 
Language and Literacy, 13(2), 183-205.  
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Berman, R. A., & Nir-Sagiv, B. (2007). Comparing narrative and expository text construction 
across adolescence: A developmental paradox. Discourse Processes, 43(2), 79-120.  

Berman, R. A., & Ravid, D. (2009). Becoming a literate language user: Oral and written text 
 construction across adolescence. In D. R. Olson & N. Torrance (Eds.), The Cambridge 
 Handbook of Literacy (pp. 92-111). New York, NY, US: Cambridge University Press. 
Berman, R. A., Slobin, D. I., Aksu-Koç, A. A., Bamberg, M., Dasinger, L., Marchman, V., . . . et 

al. (1994). Relating events in narrative: A crosslinguistic developmental study. 
Hillsdale, NJ, US: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc. 

Berninger, V. W., Nagy, W. E., & Beers, S. (2011). Child writers' construction and 
reconstruction of single sentences and construction of multi-sentence texts: 
contributions of syntax and transcription to translation. Reading and Writing, 24, 
151-182.  

Berse, P. (1974). Criteria for the assessment of pupils' compositions. Educational Research, 
17(1), 54-61.  

Bestgen, Y. (2017). Beyond single-word measures: L2 writing assessment, lexical richness 
and formulaic competence. System, 69, 65-78.  

Bestgen, Y., & Granger, S. (2014). Quantifying the development of phraseological 
competence in L2 English writing: An automated approach. Journal of Second 
Language Writing, 26, 28-41.  

Biber, D. (1988). Variation across speech and writing. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 

Biber, D. (2009). Are there linguistic consequences of literacy? Comparing the potentials of 
language use in speech and writing. In D. R. Olson & N. Torrance (Eds.), The 
Cambridge Handbook of Literacy (pp. 75-91). Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 

Biber, D. (2014). Mult-Dimensional Analysis: A personal history. In T. Berber Sardinha & M. 
Veirano Pinto (Eds.), Multi-Dimensional Analysis, 25 years on (pp. xxix-xxxviii). 
Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 

Biber, D., & Conrad, S. (2009). Register, genre, and style. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 

Biber, D., Conrad, S., & Cortes, V. (2004). If you look at ...: Lexical Bundles in University 
Teaching and Textbooks. Applied Linguistics, 25(3), 371-405. 
doi:10.1093/applin/25.3.371 

Biber, D., Conrad, S., & Reppen, R. (1998). Corpus Linguistics: Investigating Language 
Structure and Use. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Biber, D., & Gray, B. (2013). Discourse characteristics of writing and speaking task types on 
the TOEFL iBT test: a lexico-grammatical analysis. TOEFL iBT Research Report, 19.  

Biber, D., & Gray, B. (2016). Grammatical complexity in academic English: Linguistic change 
in writing. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Biber, D., Gray, B., & Staples, S. (2016). Predicting patterns of grammatical complexity across 
language exam task types and proficiency levels. Applied Linguistics, 37(5), 639-668.  

Biber, D., Johansson, S., Leech, G., Conrad, S., & Finegan, E. (1999). Longman grammar of 
spoken and written English. Harlow: Longman. 

Blount, N. S., Johnson, S. L., & Fredrick, W. C. (1969). A comparison of the writing of eighth- 
and twelfth-grade students. Madison, Wisconsin: Wilsconsin Research and 
Development Center for Cognitive Learning, The University of Wisconsin. 
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Bourke, L., & Adams, A.-M. (2003). The relationship between working memory and early 
writing assessed at the word, sentence and text level. Educational and Child 
Psychology, 20(3), 19-36.  

Bourke, L., & Adams, A.-M. (2011). Is it differences in language skills and working memory 
that account for girls being better at writing than boys. Journal of Writing Research, 
3(3), 249-277.  

Bullokar, W. (1586/1980). Pamphlet for Grammar. In J. R. Turner (Ed.), The Works of William 
Bullokar (Vol. 2). Leeds: University of Leeds. 

Bulté, B., & Housen, A. (2012). Defining and operationalising L2 complexity. In A. Housen, K. 
Kuiken, & I. Vedder (Eds.), Dimensions of L2 Performance and Proficiency. 
Complexity, Accuracy and Fluency in SLA (pp. 21-46). Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 

Bulté, B., & Housen, A. (2014). Conceptualizing and measuring short-term changes in L2 
writing complexity. Journal of Second Language Writing, 26, 42-65. 
doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jslw.2014.09.005 

Byrd, P., & Coxhead, A. (2010). On the other hand: Lexical bundles in academic writing and 
in the teaching of EAP. University of Sydney Papers in TESOL, 5, 31-64.  

Cambridge Accessment English. (2012). Cambridge English Qualifications: C1 Advanced 
Handbook for Teachers. Retrieved 22 February 2020 from 
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/Images/167804-cambridge-english-advanced-
handbook.pdf. 

Cambridge Assessment International Education. (2018). Syllabus Cambridge IGCSE™ English 
as a Second Language. Retrieved 22 February 2020, from 
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/414301-2020-2021-syllabus.pdf . 

Cameron, C. A., Lee, K., Webster, S., Munro, K., Hunt, A. K., & Linton, M. J. (1995). Text 
cohesion in children's narrative writing. Applied Psycholinguistics, 16, 257-269.  

Canale, M., & Swain, M. (1980). Theoretical bases of communicative approaches to second-
language teaching and testing. Applied Linguistics, 1, 1-47.  

Carlson, S., & Bridgeman, B. (1986). Testing ESL writers. In K.L. Greenberg., H.S. Wiener., & 
 Donovan, R.A.  (1986). (Eds,). Writing assessment: Issues and strategies (pp. 126-
 152). 
Carroll, J. B. (1964). Language and thought. NJ: Prentice-Hall. 
Carter, R. (2012). Vocabulary: applied linguistic perspectives. London: Routledge. 
Carter, R., & McCarthy, M. (2006). Cambridge Grammar of English. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 
Casanave, C. P. (1994). Language development in students' journals. Journal of Second 

Language Writing, 3(3), 179-201.  
Castro, C. D. (2004). Cohesion and the social construction of meaning in the essays of 

Filipino college students writing in L2 English. Asia Pacific Education Review, 5(2), 
215-225.  

Celce-Murcia, M., Dörnyei, Z., & Thurrel, S. (1995). Communicative Competence: A 
Pedagogically Motivated Model with Content Specifications. Issues in Applied 
Linguistics, 6, 5-35.  

Chapelle, C. (1994). Are C-tests valid measures for L2 vocabulary research? Second Language 
Research, 10(2), 157-187.  

Chapelle, C., Enright, M., & Jamieson, J. (Eds.). (2008). Building a validity argument for the 
Test of English as a Foreign Language. New York, NY: Routledge. 
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Chen, H., Xu, J., & He, B. (2014). Automated essay scoring by capturing relative writing 
quality. The Computer Journal, 57(9), 1318-1330.  

Chen, W. (2017). Profiling collocations in EFL writing of Chinese tertiary learners. RELC 
Journal, 50(1), 53-70.  

Chen, Y. H., & Baker, P. (2016). Investigating Criterial Discourse Features across Second 
Language Development: Lexical Bundles in Rated Learner Essays, CEFR B1, B2 and C1. 
Applied Linguistics, 37(6), 849-880.  

Chenoweth, N.A., & Hayes, J.R. (2001). Fluency in writing: generating texts in L1 and L2. 
 Written Communication, 18(1), 80-98. 
Chomsky, N. (1957). Syntactic Structures. The Hague: Mouton. 
Chomsky, N. (1965). Aspects of a theory of syntax. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
Christie, F. (2012). A language theory for educational practice. Language Learning, 62, 1-31.  
Christie, F., & Derewianka, B. (2008). School Discourse: Learning to Write Across the Years of 

Schooling. London: Continuum. 
Church, K. W., & Hanks, P. (1990). Word association norms, mutual information, and 

lexicography. Computational Linguistics, 16(1), 22-29.  
Clendon, S. A., & Erikson, K. A. (2008). The vocabulary of beginning writers: Implications for 

children with complex communication needs. Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication, 24(4), 281-293.  

Clendon, S. A., Sturm, J. M., & Cali, K. S. (2013). Vocabulary use across genres: Implications 
for students with complex communication needs. Language, Speech and Hearing 
Services in Schools, 44, 61-72.  

Conlan, G. (1986). Objective measures of writing ability. In K.L. Greenberg., H.S. Wiener., & 
 Donovan, R.A.  (1986). (Eds,). Writing assessment: Issues and strategies (pp. 109-

 126). Longman Series in College Composition and Communication. 
Constantinou, F. (2019). The construct of language competence over time: Using high-stakes 

tests to gain insight into the history of L2 education in England. Language & 
Education, 33(6), 491-505.  

Cooksey, R. W., Freebody, P., & Wyatt-Smith, C. (2007). Assessment as judgment-in-context: 
Analysing how teachers evaluate students' writing. Educational Research and 
Evaluation, 13(5), 401-434.  

Corson, D. (1985). The lexical bar. Oxford: Pergamon. 
Cook, V. (Ed).(2002). Portraits of the L2 user. Clevedon: Multilingual Matters. 
Cortes, V. (2004). Lexical bundles in published and student disciplinary writing: Examples 

from history and biology. English for Specific Purposes, 23, 397-423.  
Council of Europe. (2001). Common European Framework of References for Languages: 

learning, teaching, assessment. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Council of Europe. (2018). Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: 

Learning, Teaching, Assessment. Companion Volume with New Descriptors.: Council 
of Europe. 

Cox, B. E., Shanahan, T., & Sulzby, E. (1990). Good and poor elementary readers' use of 
cohesion in writing. Research Research Quarterly, 25(1), 47-65.  

Coxhead, A. (2000). A new academic wordlist. TESOL Quarterly, 34(2), 213-238.  
Crossley, S. A., Allen, L. K., & McNamara, D. (2014). A Multi-Dimensional analysis of essay 

writing: What linguistic features tell us about situational parameters and the effects 
of language functions on judgments of quality? In T. B. Sardinha & M. V. Pinto (Eds.), 
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Multi-Dimensional Analysis, 25 years on: A tribute to Douglas Biber (pp. 197-233). 
Amsterdam/Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publishing Company. 

Crossley, S. A., Kyle, K., & McNamara, D. (2016). The development and use of cohesive 
devices in L2 writing and their relations to judgments of essay quality. Journal of 
second language writing, 32, 1-16.  

Crossley, S. A., & McNamara, D. (2012). Predicting second language writing proficiency: The 
roles of cohesion and linguistic sophistication. Journal of Research in Reading, 35(2), 
115-135.  

Crossley, S. A., & McNamara, D. (2014). Does writing development equal writing quality? A 
computational investigation of syntactic complexity in L2 learners. Journal of Second 
Language Writing, 26, 66-79.  

Crossley, S. A., Roscoe, R., & McNamara, D. S. (2014). What is successful writing? An 
investigation into the multiple ways writers can write successful essays. Written 
Communication, 31(2), 184-214.  

Crossley, S. A., Salsbury, T., & McNamara, D. (2011). Predicting the proficiency level of 
language learners using lexical indices. Language Testing, 29(2), 243-263.  

Crossley, S. A., Salsbury, T., McNamara, D., & Jarvis, S. (2010). Predicting lexical proficiency 
in language learner texts using computational indices. Language Testing, 28(4), 561-
580.  

Crossley, S. A., Weston, J. L., McLain Sullivan, S. T., & McNamara, D. S. (2011). The 
Development of Writing Proficiency as a Function of Grade Level: A Linguistic 
Analysis. Written Communication, 28(3), 282-311.  

Crossley, S. A., Weston, J. L., Sullivan, S. T. M., & McNamara, D. (2011). The development of 
writing proficiency as a function of grade level: A linguistic analysis. Written 
Communication, 28, 282-311.  

Crowhurst, M. (1980a). Syntactic complexity and teachers' quality ratings of narrations and 
arguments. Research in the Teaching of English, 14(3), 223-231.  

Crowhurst, M. (1980b). Syntactic complexity in narration and argument at three grade 
levels. Canadian Journal of Education/Revue canadienne de l'éducation, 5(1), 6-13.  

Crowhurst, M. (1987). Cohesion in argument and narration at three grade levels. Research in 
the Teaching of English, 21(2), 185-201.  
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language testing (pp. 72-93). Clevedon: Multilingual Matters. 
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Dale, E. (1965). Vocabulary measurement: Techniques and major findings. Elementary 
English, 42(8), 895-901, 948.  

Daller, H., Milton, J., & Treffers-Daller, J. (2007). Editors' introduction: conventions, 
terminology and an overview of the book. In H. Daller, J. Milton, & J. Treffers-Daller 
(Eds.), Modelling and Assessing Vocabulary Knowledge (pp. 1-32). Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 
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